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country adopted a progressive policy over forty years ago, intro-
ducing the civilization of Europe and America, recast its laws and
regulations, and so has become a world-wide Power, and in your
hands the peace of the Orient is assured. Had the influence in the
Orient of the European Powers and America been as strong forty
years ago as it is to-day, the Oriental countries would have been
wrested from the hands of the yellow people. As you are aware,
China is known as a conservative country. Yet last year the Ghinese
broke down the customs of thousands of years and accomplished
a great revolution. Now, however, China is faring ill in her attempts
at reformation, and is regarded by the world as being in a dangerous
position. When I visited Europe and America some years ago,
men of thought there feared that a revolution in China would give
an incentive for the intervention of the Foreign Powers and result
in the dismemberment of the country and our national rights.
They therefore advised me to withhold my hand from the under-
taking. I did not take their advice, but threw in my lot with the
revolution, neither doubting nor fearing, because I was confident
that assistance would be given nie in the accomplishment of my
object, I undertook the work of revolution, relying upon the
strong military force and faith of Japan, which I knew would
prevent the European Powers and America from dividing the melon
among themselves. With this confidence, I pushed on with the
work of the revolution, which has now been accomplished.

Three years ago the Turks accomplished as great a revolution
as the Chinese, and were warmly acclaimed by Europe and America,
who heaped encomiums on the Young Turks. Why has Turkey
now become involved in the desperate condition that besets her ?
It is because she has no neighbours of her own race to come to her
aid. China has accomplished a great revolution also, but, though
difficulties obstruct her path, she is not following Turkey down the
road of disaster. This she owes to the warm support given by
your country, and for this I have to tender my sincere thanks to
you. I trust China will grow to be a strong Power in the Orient
with Japan's help and following her example. So she will check
the aggression of the European Powers and of America in Asia,
the co-operation of the two countries securing for ever the Orient
for the Orientals.

In my present visit to your country I have been accorded the
kindest treatment by both officials and the public everywhere
as I passed en route to Tokio, and this evening you have given
this great dinner in my honour. I cannot find words with which
to express my thanks. I have worked for my country, travelling
in Europe and America, and in Japan, which I have visited over
ten times. The patriots of your country have led and taught me,
and I deem Japan my second fatherland and your statesmen my